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STEPHANOPOULOS:STEPHANOPOULOS: “What should the public know right now “What should the public know right now 
about what a war with Iraq would look like about what a war with Iraq would look like 
and what the cost would be?”and what the cost would be?”

RUMSFELD:RUMSFELD: “...The Office of Management and Budget “...The Office of Management and Budget 
estimated it would be something under $50 estimated it would be something under $50 
billion.”billion.”

STEPHANOPOULOS:STEPHANOPOULOS: “Outside estimates say up to $300 billion.”“Outside estimates say up to $300 billion.”

RUMSFELD:RUMSFELD: “Baloney.”“Baloney.”

Bush Administration Belittled Bush Administration Belittled 
Suggestions War Would Be CostlySuggestions War Would Be Costly

── Defense Secretary Donald RumsfeldDefense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
Interview on ABC’s “This Week with Interview on ABC’s “This Week with 
George Stephanopoulos”George Stephanopoulos”
January 19, 2003January 19, 2003
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Iraq War Costs Dwarf 
Original Estimates

Source:  OMB, CBO, and SBC
Note:  Hatched area represents projected additional Iraq war 
costs for  FY 2009 if total war funding request is $170 B.
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SEC. 1008. BUDGETING FOR ONGOING MILITARY SEC. 1008. BUDGETING FOR ONGOING MILITARY 
OPERATIONS IN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ.OPERATIONS IN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ.

The PresidentThe President’’s budget submitted to Congress pursuant to s budget submitted to Congress pursuant to 
section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code, for each fiscalsection 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code, for each fiscal
year after fiscal year 2007 shall includeyear after fiscal year 2007 shall include––

(1) a request for the appropriation of funds for suc(1) a request for the appropriation of funds for suchh
fiscal year for ongoing military operations in Afghanistanfiscal year for ongoing military operations in Afghanistan
and Iraq;and Iraq;

(2) an estimate of all funds expected to be required(2) an estimate of all funds expected to be required in in 
that fiscal year for such operations; andthat fiscal year for such operations; and

(3) a detailed justification of the funds requested.(3) a detailed justification of the funds requested.

Budgeting for the WarBudgeting for the War
Already Required by LawAlready Required by Law

–– National Defense Authorization Act National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2007 (PL 109for Fiscal Year 2007 (PL 109--364)364)



Bush Understating Likely 
Ongoing War Costs

Source: OMB
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Military Readiness is in CrisisMilitary Readiness is in Crisis
“…“…[[T]enuousT]enuous, too, sir, [are] the long, too, sir, [are] the long--term term 
risks we are taking to our security risks we are taking to our security 
commitments elsewhere in the world if we do commitments elsewhere in the world if we do 
not address the toll that ongoing combat not address the toll that ongoing combat 
operations are taking on our forces, our gear, operations are taking on our forces, our gear, 
our people and their families.our people and their families. The well is The well is 
deep, but it is not infinite. We must get Army deep, but it is not infinite. We must get Army 
deployments down to 12 months as soon as deployments down to 12 months as soon as 
possible. People are tired.possible. People are tired.””

–– ADM Michael Mullen, Chairman of the ADM Michael Mullen, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of StaffJoint Chiefs of Staff

Testimony to the Senate Armed Services Testimony to the Senate Armed Services 
CommitteeCommittee

February 8, 2008February 8, 2008
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