FEINGoLD G

Sense of the Senate
Regarding the National Guard

Findings:

The Army National Guard relies heavily upon thousands of full-time employees, Military
Technicians and Active Guard/Reserves, to ensure unit readiness throughout the Army
National Guard;

These employees perform vital day-to-day functions, ranging from equipment
maintenance to leadership and staff roles, that allow the drill weekends and annual active
duty trainirig of the traditional Guardsmen to be dedicated to preparation for the Nanonal
Guard’s warfighting and peacetime missions;

‘When the ability to provide sufficient Active Guard/Reserves and Technicians end
strength is reduced, unit readiness, as well as quality of life for soldiers and families is
degraded;

The Army National Guard, with agreement from the Department of Defense, requires a
minimum essential requirement of 23,500 Active Guard/Reserves and 25,500
Technicians;

The fiscal year 2001 budget request for the Army National Guard provides resources
sufficient for approximately 22,430 Active Guard/Reserves and 23,957 Technicians, end
strength shortfalls of 1,052 and 1,543, respectively;

Sense of the Senate

It is the Sense of the Senate that the functional totals in the budget resolution assume that
the Department of Defense will give priority to funding the Active Guard/Reserves and
Military Technicians at levels authorized by Congress in the fiscal year 2000 Department
of Defense authorization bill.
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